
 

 
The IER Seminar in Empirical Economics 

 
We would like to invite you to the Empirical Seminar series organized by the Institute of Economic 
Research, Slovak Academy of Sciences, Šancová 56 that will be held in hybrid form (online and at the 
library of the Institute of Economic Research, Slovak Academy of Sciences). The seminar will take 
place on April 25th, 2024 at 10.00 a.m. (CET). 
 
The speaker will be Silvia Marchesi (University of Milano Bicocca, Italy).  
 
The topic of the seminar is: Wedded to Prosperity? Informal Influence and Regional Favoritism  
 
Author: Silvia Marchesi  
 
Abstract 
We investigate the informal influence of political leaders' spouses on the subnational allocation of 
foreign aid. Building new worldwide datasets on personal characteristics of political leaders and their 
spouses as well as on geocoded development aid projects (including new data on 19 Western 
donors), we examine whether those regions within recipient countries that include the birthplace of 
leaders' spouses attract more aid during their partners' time in office. Our findings for the 1990-2020 
period suggest that regions including the birthplaces of political leaders' spouses receive substantially 
more aid from European donors, the United States, and China. We find that more aid goes to spousal 
regions prior to elections and that developmental outcomes deteriorate rather than improve as 
a consequence. For Western aid but not for China, these results stand in some contrast to those for 
leader regions themselves. This suggests that aid from Western donors is directed from serving 
obvious political motives to promoting more hidden ones. 
 
 
The seminar will be co-chaired by Mária Širaňová.  
 
 
Link: https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aN1DbFP4xWw8up59Qx5Y-CJmz8Q-
Y4jniJZWjqs6Q9RA1%40thread.tacv2/1712820435092?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%2217c92093-
1286-4bb4-b6ea-02f3119dd49c%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22dab7fd44-1715-4397-8059-
4adfa112d04a%22%7d  
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